
 

 

  

Cache County Local Emergency Planning Committee 

Minutes from 5 January 2017 Meeting 

 

1. Welcome & Attendance: Rod Hammer conducted this meeting. Those in attendance are as follows: 

Name Representing 

Wade Francis State Fire Marshal’s Office  

Rod Hammer Cache County Fire District 

Kody Johnson  Schreiber Foods 

Rachel Curry  Utah State University Emergency Management 

Jason Winn Cache County Fire District 

Eric Collins Logan Regional Hospital 

Keith Larsen Bear River Health Department 

Judy Crockett Utah State University Emergency Management 

Kyle Hamilton  Cache Valley Hospital 

Braden Butler Presto Products 

Kevin Christensen Bear River Health Department/Northern Utah 

Health Coalition  

Will Lusk Logan City Fire Department 

Erick Furiman Questar Gas 

Rod Kearl Cache County Fire District 

Diane Williamson Cache County Fire District 

2. LEPC Minutes: Rod Hammer asked for a motion to accept the minutes, Jason Winn made the motion to accept the 
minutes from the 21 September 2016 meeting. Keith Larsen seconded the motion and the minutes were accepted as 
written.  

3. Review and Voting on LEPC BYLAWS: At the request of the LEPC, a working group over the past few months had 
reviewed the current LEPC BYLAWS. Hammer shared that out of those meetings came the need to simplify and 
clarify the bylaws as far as positions and what the responsibilities of the LEPC are. He asked for questions and 
concerns from those present. The suggestion was made to go through the bylaws as a group before accepting them. 
Following is that review with suggested changes and corrections: 
 
Article I: Name & Purpose: No Change  
 Section 1. Name: No change 
 Section 2.Purpose: No change 
Article II, Duties & Responsibilities: No Change 

Section 1. Duties & Responsibilities of the LEPC include the following:  
1. Accepted as written 
2. Accepted as written 
3. Accepted as written 
4. Accepted as written 
5. Accepted as written 
6. Accepted as written 
7. Accepted as written 
8. Accepted as written  
9. Accepted as written 



 

 

10. Correct alignment and bolding of the number 10.  

Article III: General Membership: Delete the number 11 in front of Article III.  

Section 1. General Membership: No change 

 

Article IV: Officers: No Change 
Section 1. Election of Officers: The following sentence was added to the paragraph. 

Term of office will be for one, (1) year with elections held annually at the first meeting 
of the year. 

Section 2. Duties of Elected Officers: No Change 
1. Chair Person: The first sentence should read: The Cache County Fire Chief or their 

designee shall serve as the Chairperson of the LEPC. No other changes. 
2. 1st Vice Chairperson: The last sentence in the paragraph should read: The 1st Vice 

Chairperson shall perform all the duties of the Chairperson in the Chairperson’s absence or 
disability, and shall perform any other duties assigned by the Chairperson. 

3. 2nd Vice Chairperson: The last sentence should read: The 2nd Vice Chairperson shall perform 
all the duties of the Chairperson or 1st Chairperson, in their absence or disability, and shall 
perform any other duties assigned by the Chairperson.  

4. Secretary: No Change 
 

Article V: Sub-Committees: No Change 
Section 1.Responsibilities: The following sentence to be added to the existing paragraph. Sub-Committee Chair 
shall be designated by the LEPC Chairperson.  
Section 2. Duties: No change 

Article VI: Voting: No Change 
Section 1. Proposals for Action: Correct motions singular motion.  
Section 2. Duties: Section shall read: In order to approve proposals for action, a quorum of the LEPC must be 

present and consist of at least one (1) officer and six (6) General Members. 
 

Article VII: Resolutions or Actions: No change  
 
Article VIII: Rules & Regulations: No change 
 
Article IX: Amendment of Bylaws: No Change 

These Bylaws will be reviewed, ratified and signed by the Chairperson annually. Bylaws may be amended 
during any regular or special meeting of the LEPC by an affirmative vote of a majority of the LEPC members 
when a quorum is present. Proposed changes, revisions, or amendments to these Bylaws must be provided to 
the Chairperson or his designee at least thirty (30) days prior to the meeting in which action is to be taken. 
Proposed changes, revisions or amendments must be presented in the form of a motion.  

 
Article X: Committee Meetings: No Change 
 Section 1. Regular LEPC Meetings: Spelling correction for workings to working. 
 Section 2. Subcommittee Meetings: No change 
 
Article XI: Parliamentary Authority: No change 
 
Article XII: Adoptions & Effective Date: No change  
 
Motion to approve the LEPC Bylaws as amended was made by Eric Collins. Kyle Hamilton seconded the motion. 

Motion was unanimously approved.  



 

 

 
5. Nomination and Voting for LEPC Officers: Following is the voting for LEPC Officers. 
 

 LEPC Chairman: 
 Based on the LEPC Bylaws, Chief Rod Hammer will be the serve as Chairman of the LEPC.  

 LEPC 1st Vice Chair: 
 Keith Larsen nominated Eric Furihman Operations Manager from Questar Gas as 1st Vice Chair; Eric 
Collins seconded the motion. No other nominations for 1st Vice Chair were forth coming. Voting was unanimous 
in favor of Furihman. 

 LEPC 2nd Vice Chair: 
 Jason Winn nominated Will Lusk from Logan City Fire as 2nd Vice Chair; Keith Larsen seconded the 
motions. No other nominations were made for 2nd Vice Chair. Voting was unanimous in favor of Lusk 

 Secretary: 
 Rod Hammer nominated Diane Williamson from Cache County Fire District as LEPC Secretary; Jason 
Winn seconded the motion. No other nominations were made for Secretary. Voting was unanimous in favor of 
Williamson. 
 

6. Hazardous Materials Team: Hammer reported that formerly the team was under Will Lusk from Logan City Fire; this 
has now moved and will be under Cache County Fire. Training for the hazardous material technicians will be headed 
up by Rod Kearl and with some duties assigned to Jason Winn. Training will still take place jointly with Logan Fire’s 
hazardous materials people. It is all still one organization, but the County Fire District will be increasing their role in 
training.  

7. Round Table:  
 State Fire Marshal’s Office: Wade Francis who was representing the State Fire Marshal’s Office asked how the 
state can help with local hazmat programs. Hammer shared some of the concerns that are being looked at for the 
hazmat program.  

 How many technicians are needed  

 Who needs to be a technician  

 Roll of volunteer fire departments at the technician level 
Francis said understands these concerns and is willing to help in any way he can. 

Bear River Health Department: Keith Larsen asked about the Tier II reports and where the reporting is at currently. 
He asked if more work needed to be done; is the list complete, have the businesses been contacted using the 
information that was gathered during the last year. Williams stated that the contact information that was gathered 
last year was added to the LEPC Contacts list and that she uses this list to announce and invite businesses and others 
to attend LEPC meetings. All on her list would receive the meeting notices, agendas and meeting minutes. 
 Larsen said that at one time there had been talk of going out and doing some site visits and inviting businesses 
to participate. He asked if that was something that was being done and if it would work. Winn said that a few site 
visits have been done, but those that were visited still are not in attendance at the LEPC meetings. They do however 
send in the required Tier 2 report. Larsen asked about forming a sub-committee to work on attendance? Hammer 
stated he does not think it is a bad idea to make a site visit, but is there any authority to enforce reporting 
compliance and thinks a personal invite is the best way to get attendance up.  
 Larsen asked is there a way to make sure that when a fire inspection is done at a business that an invitation is 
made to attend LEPC. Winn said that he does have an idea what businesses are in the county and should be 
reporting but he is not sure what Smithfield or North Logan does as far as inspections. He knows that Logan notes on 
the inspection if they think they should be reporting. The reporting requirement is that a business located in Cache 
County is required to submit a Tier 2 to the local LEPC the city or town fire department they are located in and to the 
State.  
 Hammer asked how other counties determine who is required to submit a Tier 2. Francis stated that other 
counties run into the same situation as Cache County; typically it is the firefighters that have the best knowledge of 
what is in their community. Inspectors share information which can be used to help track different situations that 
may be in their community. Francis said most LEPC’s have a Tier 2 Committee, Training Committee and a 



 

 

Membership Committee. Generally the Tier 2 Committee and the Membership Committee work hand in hand to 
accomplish their goals. At the State level sometimes they receive information from a local LEPC that they have not 
had.  
 Larsen said that the current list of businesses that are required to report should be correct as the list was 
coordinated with what the state DEQ. 
  Francis said at the peer exchange at Weber County there was a presentation made and it was stated that a 
single reporting sight is being worked on and would be at the State level. The State would be responsible to notify 
and share the Tier 2 reports with the local LEPC and fire department. That will not be happening in 2017 but perhaps 
in 2018. Larsen respectfully disagreed with this method as it is the local boots on the ground that will know what is 
happening in their area more than the state will know. In Francis’s option it takes all of the players to coordinate in 
getting a full picture.  
 Hammer stated that he feels like the group needs to continue to do everything possible to keep reporting up 
and getting all of the information tied together. Hammer said it is not a bad idea to have a committee that would 
take this on but he is not ready to assign a sub-committee at the current time or ask for nominations but it should 
remain at the top of the list for the future.  
Utah State University: Larsen introduced Rachel Curry and shared that she recently received the Friend of Public 
Health Award for her hard work in helping with two recent mercury spills. She spent hours screening and tracing 
mercury for the health department. 
 Curry shared that she works for the Environmental Health & Safety Office of Utah State University and will be 
attending meeting. 
 Judy Crockett Utah State University Emergency Manager shared that they are working on active shooter 
training, rescue task force. They will be hosting a Multi Hazard FEMA class in April for higher education.  
Bear River Health Department: Kevin Christensen who is the Regional SURG Director works with the northern six 
counties, hospitals and health care organizations in planning for medical incidents.  
 On May 10, 2017 there will be a full scale exercise with Idaho in an earthquake scenario, Cache County and Box 
Elder Counties are invited to participate. Christensen will keep the group up to date.  
Logan City Fire: Will Lusk said that in September there will be full scale exercise at the Logan Cache Airport.  
 Lusk said that he has had a request from Jared Sorensen who is a Captain with the local National Guard. He is 
part of the Civil and Environmental Response Force, (CERF) which is a decontamination unit. They would like to 
participate with Cache County in some kind of full scale exercise. They would preferably like an exercise with one of 
the hospitals and focus on decontamination. If there is any interest in working with them please get with Lusk and 
he will give you the contact information.  
 Chad Lowery from Schreiber Foods contact Lusk about the possibility of conducting a joint exercise. Lusk does 
not have any details at this time.  
Cache Valley Hospital: Kyle Hamilton is the Emergency Disaster and Decontamination Coordinator. In 2017 they will 
focusing on decontamination and would be interested in working with CERF.  
Logan Regional Hospital: Erick Collins reported that he has been training Jared Glover to help him with emergency 
preparedness at the hospital. Johnathon Wolcott is the Hazmat representative at the hospital. 
 Collins said that he would be interested in working with CERF to set up their decontamination tent sometime in 
the summer.  
 
Next Meeting: Wednesday 15 March 2017 at 1:00 p.m. in Room 109, 179 North Main Street Logan UT  


